WORSE BEER

Their beer has stunk as abominably as the foul stag-
nant water which is pumped out of many cellars in London
at midnight hour; and they were under a necessity of
shutting their eyes, and stopping their breath by holding
of their noses before they could conquer their aversion,
so as to prevail upon themselves in their extreme neces-
sities to drink it.

WILLIAM THOMPSON

(from An Appeal to the Public . . . to prevent the
Navy of England being supplied with pernicious

Provisions ... 1761)

THE DOMESTICITY OF BEER
There is no beverage I have liked cc to live with " more
than Beer; but I have never had a cellar large enough to
accommodate much of it, or an establishment numerous
enough to justify the accommodation. In the good old
days when servants expected beer, but did not expect
to be treated otherwise than as servants, a cask or two
was necessary; and the persons who were " quite"
generally took care that the small beer they drank should
be the same as that which they gave to their domestics,
though they might have other sorts as well. For these
better sorts at least the good old rule was, when you
began one cask always to have in another. Even Cobbett,
whose belief in beer was the noblest features in his char-
acter, allowed that it required some keeping.
SAINTSBURY (from Notes on a Cellar Book)
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